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Those to Serve 
 

Wednesday Evening, January 23, 2019 
     

Announcements  ............................................ Don McAlpin 
Lead Singing  ...................................................... BT Hobbs 
First Prayer  ....................................................... Gary Byers 
Read Scripture..……………..…………………Bud Stewart  
Dismissal Prayer ............................................Danny Lucas 

 
 

Sunday Morning, January 27, 2019 
   
Announcements ............................................. Don McAlpin 
Lead Singing ................................................... Rusty Hicks 
First Prayer.……..…………………………..Teddy Bodiford            
Read Scripture ............................................... Eddie Carter 
Preside at Table .............................................. Jim Maxwell 
Serve Congregation ........................................ Richie Yopp 
Serve Congregation ......................................... Steve Allen 
Serve Congregation ...................................... Dickie Luttrell 
Serve Congregation .......................................... Gary Byers 
Dismissal Prayer ............................................. Craig Harris 
Greeters............................................ Rickey/Teresa Tigner 
Greeters............................................. Lynn/Charlene Sipes 
Nursery Attendant ........................................... Janice Allen 
   
 

  Sunday Evening, January 27, 2019 
  
Announcements ............................................. Don McAlpin 
Lead Singing ............................................... Chuck Risener 
First Prayer .................................. ………….…Eddie Carter 
Read Scripture .................................................... BT Hobbs 
Preside at Table .............................................. Jim Maxwell 
Dismissal Prayer .............................................. Rusty Hicks 

  
    “Key Men” for January  

 
 
Sunday AM (Open) ....................................Harold Burgess 
Sunday AM (Close) ........................................ Eddie Carter 
Sunday PM (Open) ..................................... Chuck Risener 
Sunday PM (Close) ........................................... Jeff Danley 
Wednesday PM (Open) .................................... JD Stewart 
Wednesday PM (Close) .................................... Ronny Clift 
Prepare Lord’s Supper................................. Gilbert Shelby 

Coming Events 

If you are a mentor, parent or child in Lads To Leaders 
please be finishing up the areas of work soon. If you have 
any questions see Janet Durham or Stacy Grantham. 
The 83RD Annual FHU BIBLE LECTURESHIP is February   
3-7. It will cover the book of Exodus and other special topics.                                              
Our annual Sweethearts Banquet will be February 9 at 7pm 
in the annex. Everyone is invited!  
                             

                                Family Matters 
Benny Thornton is still in Cornerstone Rehab in Corinth, 
keep him and Nancy in your prayers. 
Carolyn Ash is now in Signature Healthcare Skilled Nursing 
room 210 in Memphis.  
Ann Castleman is waiting on tests results from her biopsy, 
keep her in your prayers.  
Billy Harris is still at home dealing with several health prob-
lems but is some better at this time. 
Jenece Crowley is still improving following her surgery. 
 

                               Community Matters                                            
Be sure to keep Buddy Frazier, Foy Norwood and Patti     
Velasquez in your prayers. 
                                          

                                          Prayer List 
Jane Allen, Dianne Luttrell, Sandra Gordy, Bill Craft, Wanda 
Whaley, Margaret Brumbelow, Sylvia Childers, Chuck 
Beatse, Roselyn Leslie, Travis Kennedy, Carl Gibson,Sandy 
Rodgers. 
Remember our service men & women in your prayers. 
Remember all our missionaries in your prayers. 
                   

 

Daily Bible Reading Schedule 
Sunday, January 27.………………………..…Genesis 17-19 
Monday, January 28 ...................................... …..Deut. 11-12 
Tuesday, January 29 .................................... 1 Samuel 13-14 
Wednesday, January 30 ......................................... Job 22-28 
Thursday, January 31 ................................... Jeremiah 14-17 
Friday, February 1 ................................................ Matt. 10-11 
Saturday, February 2 .................................... …….Acts 11-12 

                                       

                                        Shut-ins 
Mary Davis, Rm. C-16, Pine Meadows Healthcare,  700 
Nuckolls Rd., Bolivar, TN. 38008. 
Mary G. Bevill, McNairy County Healthcare Center, Hwy. 

64 Bypass, P.O Box 0349, Selmer, TN. 38375. 
Lillian Eason, Kennington Pointe, 6301 Village Grove Dr. 
#233, Memphis, TN 38115. 
Mr. & Mrs. Odis Bizzell, 1755 Powell Chapel Rd., Middle-
ton, TN 38052.                                                         
Lisa Luttrell Barton, Uni Health, 505 Southml , Live Oaks 
Dr, Moncks Corner, South Carolina 29461.   
Carolyn Ash, 459 North Main St. Middleton,TN 38052.  
 

                         JEFF’S JOTTINGS  

Sharon Bishop is conducting an inventory of 

the church library. If you have any books 

checked out, please be sure to return them as 

soon as you are finished with them. 
 

Mondays for the Master meets January 28 

at 6:45 pm in the annex for a devotional,    

coffee & donuts. At 7pm we will make our 

visits and prepare cards to be sent. 
 

Be sure to put your Bible questions in our   

Q & A Box in the foyer and we will answer 

them the fourth Sunday night of each month. 
 

Our Item of the Week is Ravioli. You can 

bring other items any time.                                                                                                  
  

  WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 

1. Hear the Word of God- Romans 10:17.        

2. Believe the Word of God- Mark 16:16.       

3. Repent of sins- Acts 17:30-31.                  

4. Confess Christ- Romans 10:9-10.  

5. Be Baptized to wash away sins - Acts                 

    22:16; 1 Peter 3:20-21; Mark 16:16.           

6. Live a Faithful Life- Revelation 2:10.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Refreshing the Hearts of the Saints 
  
One of my all-time favorite passages of 

scripture is found in Philemon 7. There, the 
apostle Paul commended Philemon “be-

cause the hearts of the Saints have been 

refreshed through thee, brother.” 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if that could 

honestly be said of every member of 

the church? Every Christian could be 

like that with a little work on the mat-
ter of “attitude.”      Unfortunately, 

some who profess to be Christians just 

never seem to “get it” concerning the 

importance of having a Christ-like 

spirit and spend most of their lives 
“out of sorts,” disgruntled and unhap-

py. Isn’t there enough “doom and 

gloom” in the world already without 

Christians adding to it? Let us     re-

solve to be like Philemon in this re-
gard and spread a lot of cheer and 

sunshine in the lives of those with 

whom we come in contact.                          

One question : are others refreshed 

when they see me coming?                       

                 Get an Attitude  

Look for the best in everything, like 

the bee which finds honey in the 
thorniest plants. Applaud the 

achievements of others: if you find 

faults, treat them with kindness and 

understanding. The generous-minded 

finds one beauty in a thousand         
defects: The small-minded finds one 

defect in a thousand beauties.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          

Please explain 1 Peter 3:21, especially 
the phrase which says that “baptism” 
is the “answer of a good conscience.” 
Would not this teach that a person has 
a good conscience before he is bap-
tized? Would not this indicate then that 
salvation precedes baptism? 
1 Peter 3:21 says: 
. . . which also after a true likeness doth 
now save you, even baptism, not the put-
ting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
interrogation of a good conscience toward 
God, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ (ASV). 

The short answer to your excellent ques-

tion is, “No, that is not the meaning of the 

passage”; and there are several reasons for 

this. Note the following, please: 

(1) Even if one could establish that having 

a good conscience was preliminary to the 

reception of baptism in this verse, such 

would not negate the essentiality of im-

mersion. 

In the first place, a good conscience is 

not necessarily a proof of salvation. Saul 

of Tarsus enjoyed a good conscience the 

whole time he was persecuting Christians, 

and yet he was as lost as he could be (see 

Acts 23:1). 

Second, the expression “good conscience” 

could be employed as the equivalent of a 

sincere heart, and thus denote the disposi-

tion of one earnestly seeking to obey the 

Lord. 

(2) Such an interpretation, though, as re-

flected in the question above, would make 

the verse self-contradictory, since the 

apostle had already affirmed that baptism 

“now saves you.” 
He does not mean, of 
course, that there is 
some intrinsic efficacy in 

He does not mean, of course, that there is 
some intrinsic efficacy in the water itself. 

One is saved ultimately by the blood of 

Jesus (Matthew 26:28; Ephesians 1:7, 

etc.), but that blood is spiritually accessed 

when the penitent believer obeys God’s 

command to be immersed in water, in the 

likeness of Christ’s burial and resurrection 

(Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12), unto 

newness of life.                                            

(3) The view suggested in the question un-

der consideration also would contradict 

various other passages of Scripture which 

connect baptism with salvation (e.g., Mark 

16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Ephesians 5:26; 

Titus 3:5, etc.).                                            

(4) The Greek term that is translated “an-

swer” in 1 Peter 3:21 is eperotema. It basi-

cally means a request, or an appeal. It is 

found only in this passage in the New Tes-

tament, but it is employed in other sources 

in Greek literature. J. H. Thayer gives the 

term this sense: “which (baptism) now 

saves us not because in receiving it we 

have put away the filth of the flesh, but 

because we have earnestly sought a con-

science reconciled to God” (1958, 230).    

In Kittel’s Theological Dictionary, the 

rendition is this: “Baptism does not confer 

physical cleansing but saves as a request 

for forgiveness” (1972, 262). It is clear, 

therefore, when one examines 1 Peter 3:21 

in an honest and careful fashion, that this 

inspired declaration does not negate the 

idea that immersion in water is necessary 

as a condition for the forgiveness of sins; 

rather, it strongly confirms it.-Wayne Jackson 

Surely the sincere soul 
who is concerned about 


